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Successful education program for animal welfare?

If people are aware of working with sentient beings

If animals are treated without pain or suffering

If legal requirements are met

If the company has satisfying results

If people stay 
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Personnel acting in driving, 
restraining, stunning and 
slaughtering

Personnel involved in 
transport of animals   
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Education of Transport staff
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Council Regulation (EC) 1/2005 

(14) Poor welfare is often due to lack of education . 
Therefore, training should be a prerequisite for any  
person handling animals during transport and 
training should be provided only by organisations 
approved by the competent authorities.
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Council Regulation (EC) 1/2005 

Art. 5 5. No person shall drive, or act as an attendant on a 
road vehicle transporting domestic equidae or domestic 
animals of bovine, ovine, caprine or porcine species or 
poultry unless he holds a certificate of competence 
pursuant to Article 17(2). >> Annex IV
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Council Regulation (EC) 1/2005 
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Organising sucessful training courses

Germany: mandatory training courses since 1997 (accepted 
by industry, increasing public respect for transport staff) 

- red meat, total Germany: 75 courses, 1300 drivers  

- theoretical (Multiple Choice-test) and oral exam

- practical exam at company (official vet)
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Organising successful training courses

- Nessary time for theory (incl. exam): 2 days

- Group size: max. 20

- Species: red and white meat species separate

- Practical lessons are beneficial (mostly semipractical,
e.g. demonstration of a vehicle)

- Schedule met requirements of EU reg 1/2005
(development similar in other European countries)
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• Why animal welfare at transport (0.5h)

• Applied anatomy/ physiology basics (bone-system, muscles,
circulation, thermal regulation, digestion) (0.5h)

• Special part: transport specifics, signs of a healthy animal or of
strain/ disease, indicators of fear, pain, threatening or defence,
perception, handling animals, working safety, driving, -aids
–devices, requirements for feeding/ watering (0.5-1h/species),

• Loading and unloading practices and facilities (1h)

Time table/content for training courses red meat animals
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• Impact of transport on welfare and quality (science) (1h),

• Group composition/ space allowance/ ventilation (2h),

• Vehicle requirements (2h), technic of feeding/ watering 
during transport, /maximum transport-times (1h),

• Organisation/ performance of transports (planing, papers,
preparing,measures during the ride) (1h),

• Transport regulations in the law (hygiene and welfare) (2h)

Time table/content for training courses red meat animals
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Tiertransport-Sachkundekurs-Platzangebot                                                    bsi 2006

Space Allowances - cattle sufficient height

Deficiencies during
transport and their impact 
on carcass or meat quality 
should be implied
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Tiertransport-Sachkundekurs-Platzangebot                                                    bsi 2006

Fitness for transport - examples

� Animals unable to move
independently without pain
or unable to walk 
unassisted. 

Important issue: 
Fitness for 
transport

also for
- farmers
- veterinarians

>> education 
must reach  

different 
disciplines and 

parties involved
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Training courses for welfare at slaughter :

education should be in line with specific structure of industry

- courses for personnel directly at bigger slaughter plants

- courses for personnel of small plants (all rounders)

- AWO training courses

- training of supervising veterinarians
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Art. 7 

No person shall engage in the movement,
lairaging, stunning, slaughter or killing of 
animals unless he has the knowledge and 
skill necessary to perform the tasks 
humanely and efficiently, in accordance  
with the requirements of the Directive 

Council Directive 93/119/EC 
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Requirements for knowledge and skills can be differ ent

Small slaughterhouses: need all-round personnel 

Big slaughterhouses: need specialised personnel

• Education, training, examination and supervision must be
appropriate

• Licensing should be flexible and adequate
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Knowledge for „all-rounder“

• Functional anatomy and physiology

• Animal behaviour

• Legal requirements

• Cognition of the mode of operation, capacity and suitability
of stunning methods

• Knowledge of the criteria of proper stunning and 
slaughtering of animals
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Skills for „all-rounder“

• Proper performance of driving, restraining, stunning and
slaughtering

• Maintenance of the equipment and installations
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Training of „all-rounder“

• „All-rounder“ are motivated and selected

• They can act independently 

• Theoretical knowledge and training with manual stunning
devices can be communicated within one day

• Preparation is beneficial (private study)

• Training material can be sent in advance
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Examination of „all-rounder“

• Examination should cover all of the necessary species
and stunning methods

• Multiple choice test in combination with oral examination

• Skills can be examined on another day

• Skills should be examined in complex tasks e.g.:

Separation and driving of animals

Preparation and functional test of devices

Explaining physiological reactions 
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Specialised personnel in bigger companies

• Act under supervision of an animal welfare officer or a
foreman

• Are restricted to a few activities

• Are supported by craftsmen (e.g. electrician) in the case 
of malfunctions of equipment  
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Specialised personnel in bigger companies

• Preparation in a way of private study cannot be expected

• Profound communication is not easy

• Three hours of theory is a good timeframe 

• Language problems can occur 4. Zutrieb zur Betäubung // 
Uyusturmaya önhazirlik//
Przeped do ogluszenia

Dürfen lahme oder gehunfähige Schweine in den 
automatischen Zutriebsgang ?

Hasta ve yarali hayvanlar otomatik kesime götürülür mü ?
Czy swinie sparalizowane lub niezdolne do chodzenia 

moga byc zapedzone do wejscia?

Nein !
Hayir !
nie !
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Specialised personnel in bigger companies

• Should join the theoretical training and pass at the end 
the same test as the „all-rounder“

• Examination can be in written form or exclusively oral
(analphabets)

• Examination and license can be restricted to certain
activities e.g.:

- captive bolt stunning and sticking of cattle

- electrical stunning and sticking of pigs
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Requirements for Instructors

• Should have sound practical experience
(reliability)

• Should be familiar with the situations in
which the personnel works

• Should present according to the
capability of the personnel

• Contents and time frame should be 
adapted accordingly
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Successful Education Programs for Animal Welfare

• Are part of a general welfare concept within the company 
(including attitude of managment).

• Ideally management, quality assurance, veterinary 
surveillance (legislation) and retailers act in concert. 

• Therefore the same standards should be accepted by
everyone and comunicated between the parties involved.

• Animal welfare training should be based on reasonable 
standards (applied science and practical experience).

• Country specific factors (e.g. structure of industry) have 
to be considered. 
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Results of a successful education

• Animal welfare is understood as a 
criterion for quality (economic value)
and not as a burden...

• Animal welfare is part of the 
corporate identity 
of a company.

• Animals are treated consistently 
without pain and suffering.

• Animal welfare = human welfare 
(pleasurable working environment)

Thank You !!


